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School Assembly and Collective Worship Policy 
  
BOSC is a Community school.  School Assembly and Worship is an important part of 
the school day as it gives us the opportunity to come together as a community. It is 
attended by all students, staff and any visitors in school are very welcome to attend.  
 
At BOSC we recognise that Assembly provides opportunities for our students’ Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural development. 
 
Aims 
 
It is our aim at BOSC that Assembly:- 
 

 contributes to the spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of each child. 

 gives expression to, and reaffirms the values of the school community 

 allows reflection and response to the fundamental questions of life and those 
things that are of eternal concern and value to human beings 

 celebrates and gives thanks for the achievements within the school, local and 
international community and occasions of significance, including festivals. 

 fosters and enables a concern for the needs of others, a recognition of the 

 vulnerability of self and of others 

 provides members of the school community with the opportunity experience 
stillness and quiet 

 helps students to begin to understand the nature and purpose of worship 

 provide a foundation for a mature understanding and practice of worship in the 
future. 

 
Legal Status of Assembly Collective Worship 
 
The responsibility for arranging collective worship in our school rests with the 
Headteacher, who after consultation with the governing body, has appointed Acting 
Deputy Headteacher – Welfare and Guidance the responsibility for co-ordinating the 
programme in the school 
All acts of worship are in accordance with the guidance issued in circular 1/94 which 
states that worship should be of a ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’ and 
not distinctive of any particular Christian denomination.  
 
By broadly Christian in this school we mean that:- 
 

 We provide students with the opportunity to explore key Christian concepts such 
as love, trust, forgiveness, mercy, humility, courage and integrity, respect for life, 
value of an individual, justice, co-operation and service, honesty and truthfulness. 

 Acts of Collective Worship at BOSC take into account the student’s ages, 
aptitudes and family backgrounds. 
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 The Headteacher and governors, on advice from the school’s co-ordinator, may 
apply for a determination from SACRE if there are a large number of pupils in the 
school from a particular non Christian faith background. 

 The school recognises that there is a difference between Acts of Collective 
Worship and the assembly of students. On some occasions assembly may 
proceed or follow and Act of Collective Worship. When this happens the 
transition from Assembly to worship will be marked in some suitable way e.g. a 
moment of silence or reflection etc  
 

Rights of Withdrawal 
 
BOSC is an inclusive community however, we respect the right of parents to withdraw 
their children for Collective Worship. This school expects that withdrawal will only be 
made following parental discussion with the Head teacher/designated Assistant 
Headteacher followed by written confirmation of withdrawal. 
The school has a system of suitable supervision for students withdrawn from Acts of 
Collective Worship. However, no additional work is set or followed in this time. All 
teachers, including the Headteacher, have the right of withdrawal from the Act of 
Collective Worship, but the Headteacher, should he or she wish to exercise this right, 
maintains statutory accountability for Acts of Collective Worship in BOSC.  
 
Organisation 
 
All assemblies will normally take place in the school studio. Year groups will be 
allocated a specific day in the week and this will be published at the start of every 
academic year. 
Whole school assemblies will take place in the Sport shall and again the schedule for 
these will be published at the start of the academic year 
 
Planning,  
 
The content and methodology of Assemblies/Collective Worship should be varied and 
reflect the age/maturity of the students involved. Each week there is a theme for 
Collective worship. These are published at the beginning of the term and a reminder is 
included in the weekly notices sheet. It is expected that those leading 
Assemblies/worship that week will relate their inputs to this theme and that Tutors will 
re-enforce this in reflections in tutor time. The themes chosen are broad enough to allow 
all those leading the Assembly/worship to approach the theme from their own 
perspective. This will mean that by the end of the week the students will have had the 
opportunity to reflect on the theme from a variety of viewpoints. This pattern is flexible 
and on occasions it is recognised that teachers may feel that they need to respond to 
local or national events. 


